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terrible climate. With your active mind and gay disposition the
climate of Italy seems far more suitable to you/ l Mariannina was
hurt that Ludwig so obviously neglected her, and that his letters,
although they never failed, were so much cooler. She therefore
revenged herself a little by retailing to him, not without reproach,
the gossip she had heard in Paris. 'It is said that you receive visits
from many women, that you send for actresses to recite tragedies
and poems to you, that the Queen frequently surprises you with
them, and many similar things. ... In spite of the purity of our
relations, I am pained at this and feel very sad. I suffer both for
myself and for you. You really should not take up with women of
this sort and lower yourself.... I hope it is only the usual malicious
gossip/ *

A difficult time now loomed ahead of Ludwig I. On
20th November he opened the Stdndeversammlung (Diet) with a
speech from the Throne in which he praised the splendid spirit
shown by Bavaria, as indeed by all Germany, when the Rhine
frontiers seemed to be in danger: 'Every Teuton felt that he
belonged to a common fatherland . . . and this sentiment will
not disappear/ Important matters came up for discussion in the
Diet, which showed antagonism between the King and the Stande
(Estates), due to their differing conceptions of their respective
rights. The King, in spite of the Constitution, held firmly to the
opinion that: 'In Bavaria the King not only reigns and governs,
but he also administers/ He repeatedly told some of the delegates:
'Gentlemen, understand this, I will act as a King. You must know
that I will allow no disrespect to my authority/ Ludwig supported
his claim by pointing out that he had re-established the financial
position of the State and at last some degree of mutual under-
standing was arrived at. In the Diet there was an exhaustive
discussion regarding the purchase of Goethe's house and
collections. The poet's descendants had now attained their
majority, and were beginning to forbid admission to the house and
collections. There was danger that Goethe's personal effects
would be scattered to the four winds. King Ludwig made great
endeavours to purchase the things. After long discussions and
delays the heirs asked seventy thousand thalers, an enormous
sum for those days. The King finally offered sixty thousand.
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